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Happy Apri l !  
How are you celebrat ing Earth Day on Apri l
22nd? We at HEC are ref lect ing on some of
our favorite places in nature,  and what nature
means to use.  We're also excited about our
Electr ic Vehicle Show n'Tel l  event on Apri l  23rd
(detai ls  below).  
Make every day Earth Day when you save
energy,  e i ther through conservat ion or
eff ic iency measures.  Needs some help gett ing
started? We are here to help!  Contact us by
vis i t ing our website at https ://www.hartford-
vt .org/2229/Energy-Commission

Here's looking forward to some May f lowers !
Mol ly Smith -  Chair ,  Hartford Energy
Commission 

TO ENSURE THAT ENERGY SUPPLIES WILL
BE RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE AND

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND

INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF
ENERGY ISSUES 

PROMOTE LEAST COST PLANNING

PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES

REDUCE ENERGY DEMANDS FOR
TRANSPORTATION

REDUCE THE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH ENERGY

CONSUMPTION

REDUCE THE OVERALL ENERGY
CONSUMPTION WITHIN THE TOWN

TO SAVE FINANCIAL AND NATURAL
RESOURCES BY ENCOURAGING THE

CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENT USE OF
ENERGY IN THE TOWN AND REGION

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings!Our Goals:

Molly Smith -  Chair
Lynn Bohi

Ashton Todd
Jesse Pollard

Ceci Wendling -  Volunteer
Meg MacLaury -  Volunteer

Dan Fraser -  Selectboard Liaison

 



ELECTRIC VEHICLEELECTRIC VEHICLEELECTRIC VEHICLE
SHOW N'TELLSHOW N'TELLSHOW N'TELL

Saturday, April 23
Driveways of Marion

Cross School and
St. Barnabas

Church, Norwich
10am-1pm

Interested in electric vehicles(EVs)? Want to talk to a neighbor who
actually owns one about what it's like? Come meet Upper Valley

residents who own EVs, check out their cars and get your questions
answered at this show and tell event! 

 
We'll have 10+ models of EV available for you to explore as well as 6+ 

 models of e-bike. You can peek under the hoods, check out the
dashboards, ask the owners questions, and see a demonstration of

how to use a ChargePoint charging station at Dan & Whit's.
 

This event is FREE and open to the public. 

Brought to you by the Norwich Energy Committee,
Hartford Energy Commission, Sharon Energy Committee

and Thetford Energy Committee.

THIS SATURDAY!!!



Happy Earth Day! 

We here at HEC love being out in nature and
care deeply about protecting it. Here are
some photos of us enjoying the beautiful

world around us and sharing why we do the
work we do! 

 



Part of what attracted me to the Upper Valley is the amazing access
to nature! Vermonters have made preservation of land-- and the
accessibility of it via public easements and trails-- priorities for

community enjoyment. As part of my 'ideal' weekly routine, I make it
a goal to get out for an extended outdoor activity. Whether a long
excursion in mountains-- or simply watching a sunset from a local

trail, I usually come back with a clearer mind. Over the long term, I've
found this to be helpful in maintaining a healthy lifestyle. On this
Earth Day, I want to appreciate all the spaces in and around the

Upper Valley for appreciation of nature-- from the parks down the
road, to the home gardens in our windows.

 

Jesse Pollard

Pictured with his partner, Meghan, on Kent's Ledge in South Royalton



Ashton Todd

Having lived in cities for most of my life, I have found
nature to be a lifeline out of chaos. It is an ablution we

all should perform as frequently as possible, even if
you find yourself surrounded by it daily, as I do now.

Seeing the morning sunlight brighten distant hills while
leaving the valley still in mist and shadow is an art

form that no medium can do service.
 

Pictured with wife, Kyra Doumlele, on Mt. Cardigan 



 

This is a spot on our property that I used to build forts in with
my siblings. As I got older I began reading here and taking
walks through this area of the woods. I always loved how
shady and cool it was in the summer, and how the trees

offered shelter from the the wind in the spring and fall. I’m so
glad the weather is getting warm enough to come out here

again! 
 

Cecelia Wendling



Lynn Bohi

I’m a Pisces, a fish. I love water. This is the White River. All three
branches are interesting and beautiful. We wander along the White,

watching how it changes with the seasons. It is slow and low in
summer – a lazy river.In spring, it is often a tiger rushing by. In winter

some years it hides below the ice. And along Route 14 in Hartford,
there are at least three waterfalls to feed the river.

Is there anything else that is so peaceful and yet so powerful? Water
washes away trees, trash, and sometimes bridges additionally, it can

carve its way thru rock.
For me, it brings peace. I live a mile from downtown WRJ and this is
my neighbor. It is a good quiet neighbor. In the winter, it slows the

wind. It changes colors with the seasons. It rustles gently in the wind.
And it is full of wonders. It has squirrels, chipmunks, racoons, red and

grey fox, woodchucks, and skunks. I saw a parent albino skunk leading
five baby albino skunks last year. My neighnbor also has deer, bear

and the rabid bobcat strolled thru before meeting its end. It is a
pleasure to live so near civilization, yet be next to such diverse wildlife.

It brings me joy!
 



I've had a close relationship with nature since I was very small. From
making fairy houses in the forest behind my house to swinging from

ropes tied to the massive pine in the front yard, the natural world
was my playground. As I grew older and became more aware of
how humans relate to and interact with nature, it became clear to
me that the playground of my childhood was in trouble. Thanks to

unsustainable human behaviors, including the fracking that
destroyed my childhood environs of northcentral Pennsylvania, I
decided that protecting the environment was a cause I needed to

devote my life to. Now, many years later, I focus on energy issues, as
energy production and consumption is the leading cause of

greenhouse gas emissions, which are the driving force behind
climate change. By addressing energy issues, I work to ensure future

generations of little girls and boys can make fairy houses out of
woven grass and violets and swing from ancient pine trees. That

folks can still climb Mt. Washington and find snow on the top, even
on a mid August day. I do this work as a thank you to the earth

which nourishes us all, body and soul. 

Molly Smith
Pictured with fiancee, Stephen Dunn, and dog, Banner on Mt.

Washington



Nature is an opportunity to spend time with
the kids! Here is Dana with his two kids

exploring Mystic, CT.

Dana Clawson



NOW ACCEPTING ORDERS
FOR WINDOW DRESSERS!

 
Leaky windows got you feeling blue (with cold)? Want to

lower your carbon footprint AND save money at the same
time? We can help!

The Hartford Energy Commission in partnership with the
Hartland Energy Committee are co-sponsoring a

WindowDressers community build in November, 2022!

What is a WindowDressers Insulating Window
Insert?

These inserts have a solid pine frame that are custom made
to fit your individual windows, based on laser
measurements made by our measuring team. Once
assembled, the frames are shrink-wrapped with two sheets
of clear, but durable, plastic film, and are fitted with a foam
gasket around the outside for a snug, but removable fit.
They may be inserted into window frames during the cold
months and removed and stored during the warm ones.
Inserts are built to last for multiple seasons, if properly
cared for. The inserts work by reducing window air leaks
and increasing energy efficiency in your home. Some
mobile homes do not have window sills large enough for the
inserts, but we are working with Cover Home Repair and
WindowDressers to come up with a solution to help make
the inserts fit. 



Photo source: https://gnat-tv.org/video-announcement-windowdressers-show-us-how-to-beat-heating-costs/

How does the process work?

Once you decide you want the inserts, you’ll sign up either
by contacting us to walk you through the process, or going
directly to the WindowDressers website and clicking, “Order
Inserts” and selecting Hartford or Hartland as your town.
Our measuring team will come to your home in the late
spring and measure all the windows you want inserts for
and send the measurements to the WindowDressers
headquarters. In November, WindowDressers will deliver all
the materials and equipment for the inserts and we will hold
a community build. Insert customers and volunteers alike
will gather (in accordance with COVID safety protocols, of

 course!) and spend 3-4 days building the inserts from the
kits. All customers are expected to volunteer for the build.
There will be food, music, and community! No prior
experience or special skills necessary to participate!



How much do they cost? 

Cost is determined by size of your windows and can range from
$20-$60. However, a moderate sized insert is expected to save
$21-$27 in fuel cost per window each winter, meaning they pay for
themselves in saved heating costs within 1-2 seasons. If cost is a
limiting factor for you, we can help! Efficiency Vermont offers $100
rebates with a minimum order of 3 inserts, and WindowDressers
also provides the opportunity to apply for up to 10 inserts for FREE
(available to low-income customers only). The best part? You can
apply for these rebates and saving every year, until each window
in your house is covered!

The Hartford + Hartland build is tentatively scheduled to
take place November 3rd-November 10th, 2022, but we
expect a lot of participation and have limited space, so sign
up with us today!

For more information, questions, or to sign up for the build,
email us at hhwindowdressers@gmail.com. To learn more
about WindowDressers, check out their website here:
https://windowdressers.org/

Save money, stay warm, and reduce your carbon footprint
all at the same time with WindowDressers!

mailto:hhwindowdressers@gmail.com
https://windowdressers.org/



